
CHAMBER CHATTER
BY LOCAL BUSINESS, FOR LOCAL BUSINESS

Summer 2026 edition

What a wonderful start to the day everyone 
had, updating our French friends on the 
latest milestone successes for Taunton 
Chamber of Commerce membership, and the 
continued way Taunton is bucking national 
trends for footfall and occupancy rates.

• Read about the fantastic local businesses recently taking up membership.
• Book tickets for upcoming events: opportunities to network, make new connections and top business tips. 

• Catch up with good news from across our membership.

In this edition:

Taunton Chamber of Commerce President Laura Mackain-Bremner and Executive Committee 
member with responsibility for twinning relationships Liz Payne-Ahmadi were proud to host 
a very typically English Breakfast event at Mr Miles for the twinning visitors from Lisieux, 
Normandy last month. 

It was fantastic to have support from Mayor of 
Taunton Cllr Bev Fernandes, alongside Taunton 
Town Council Cllrs Nick O’Donnell and Martin 
Straus, and members of the Taunton Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Committee Richard Holt, Lucy 
Hawkins, Rob Moore, Colin Barrell and Chris Winter.

ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE TAUNTON BUSINESS COMMUNITY



Upcoming Events Programme
Don’t miss out on the following opportunities across to meet with fellow 

members, make new connections and learn something new! 

SUMMER PARTY AT THE WHITE HORSE INN

25TH AUGUST   3PM - 5:30PM, £5

Say hello to Summer in the pretty surroundings of one 
of the area’s best loved village inns. Raise a glass with 

fellow members and make some new connections!

Enjoy a delicious buffet from the White Horse Inn team, 
along with a welcome drink, included. You’ll hear from 

the Black Bear Brewery Head Brewer Tom. 
There’s also the chance for some informal skittles 

and boules should you fancy it!

An afternoon of delicious refreshments, networking and 
community connections in the stunning countryside grounds 
of Frethey House. A perfect opportunity to get to know some 

of the wonderful organisations supporting those who live, 
work and do business in Taunton.

Frethey House, Frethey Rd, Bishop’s Hull, Taunton TA4 1AB

16TH JULY    6PM - 9PM, £20

BREAKFAST BUZZ 
26TH AUGUST   7:50AM, £12

A relaxed opportunity to catch up with all the latest 
from the local business community over hot drinks 

and pastries PLUS pick up some top tips from 
industry experts as we share knowledge 

across our membership.

@ Mr Miles Tearooms
26th August , 25th November

@ The Cornerhouse Hotel
23rd September



Taunton’s best value networking! 

Delicious home-made cakes, hot drinks and a 
great opportunity to catch up with all the latest 

from the local business community and to 
make some new connections at the same time.

Cuppa & Cake

Join us for an evening of quiz-tastic fun at 
Taunton Vale Sports Club! Your ticket price 

includes: Delicious grazing platters, free 
parking PLUS a donation to Young Somerset. 

You can book either a team ticket (3 or 4 
players) or an individual ticket and we’ll put 

extra teams together on the night.

Join us with guest Gideon Amos MP for Taunton 
& Wellington for our ‘Meet the Business 
- Meet the MP’ after work get together. 

This is an opportunity to hear from Gideon 
about current business topics, learnings from 
his business survey and to engage in a Q & A 

session, over delicious refreshments from the 
team at our member Centenary Lounge.

CUPPA & CAKE RELAXED NETWORKING
3RD SEPTEMBER, 5TH NOVEMBER, £8.50

MEET THE BUSINESS – MEET THE MP 
11TH SEPTEMBER: £6

QUIZ NIGHT WITH YOUNG SOMERSET 
15TH OCTOBER £15

HOW TO BOOK OUR EVENTS
Unless otherwise stated, all our events are 
bookable via the following Eventbrite link: 

www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/taunton-chamber-
of-commerce-15354648391 

Plus, you can click to ‘follow’ our Eventbrite 
page, which means you’ll get a handy 

notification into your inbox whenever we 
add a new event!

Many of our Chamber members hold regular 
events throughout the year – visit our online 

events calendar to see what is on offer: 
www.taunton-chamber.co.uk/events

HAVE YOU ADDED YOUR OFFER OR TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF WHAT’S AVAILABLE?
Don’t forget that as part of your membership you are able to take up a wide range 
of offers from fellow Taunton Chamber members!

From Health & Beauty to Venue & Meeting Space Hire, from Branded Workwear to Support for all your IT & 
Telecoms needs, from Marketing & Promotion Products & Services to Food & Drink, from Fitness to Fixing 
Your Car & Home, from Training & Development to Business Support Services... and so much more!

Member to Member Offers



WELCOME TO OUR

New Members

Opening in Taunton Summer 2026
Little Escapes is a magical new family escape room, 
café and event space created by husband-and-
wife team Verity and Alexis. Inspired by our own 
parenting journey, it’s grown from a simple idea: to 
create a place where children feel seen, families can 
reconnect, and imagination is given room to shine.

Child-Led Escape Rooms
At the heart of Little Escapes are our child-led 
escape rooms, designed especially for young 
adventurers aged around 6–12 and their grown-ups 
to enjoy together. Each room is filled with story, 
wonder and discovery, encouraging children to take 
the lead while parents, grandparents, siblings and 
friends work alongside them.

In a world where family time can so easily be 
squeezed between busy schedules and screens, we 
wanted to create an experience that brings people 
together — laughing, problem-solving, celebrating 
little victories and making memories that last long 
after the game is over.

Café & Event Space
Alongside our escape rooms, we will also offer a 
welcoming café and a beautiful event space available 
to hire for birthday parties, baby showers, family 
celebrations, workshops and corporate events. 
Party packages will also be available.

Little Escapes is being built with heart, imagination 
and the local community in mind. We cannot wait to 
open our doors this summer and bring something 
truly enchanting to Taunton.

www.little-escapes.co.uk

Red Latitude is a Taunton-based risk, 
security and resilience consultancy 
helping organisations make informed 
decisions, manage risk and prepare 
for disruption. We support businesses, 
charities, event organisers and public 
sector organisations with practical 
advice that protects people, assets and 
operations.

Our services include:
• Security and risk assessments
• Due diligence and investigations
• Crisis management and business  
   continuity planning
• Event security support
• Travel risk management
• Independent security advice

We also design and deliver training, 
workshops and development programmes, 
helping organisations strengthen capability, 
improve preparedness and build confidence 
in managing incidents and disruption.

Our approach is straightforward. We provide 
clear, practical advice that organisations 
can apply without unnecessary complexity. 
Whether supporting a local business, 
reviewing a supplier, planning an event or 
preparing leadership teams for a crisis, our 
focus is always on realistic and proportionate 
solutions.

While many of our clients operate nationally 
and internationally, we are proud to be based 
in Somerset and look forward to supporting 
businesses across the South West through 
the Taunton Chamber of Commerce network.

www.redlatitude.uk



Happy You: Supporting People to Work  
and Live Well.

At Happy You, we start from a simple 
belief: we are not machines—we’re people.

Our brains, bodies and experiences are all 
connected, shaping how we think, feel, make 
decisions and interact at work and in life. 
Over time, those patterns change. What once 
worked for us may no longer fit—but many 
of us were never taught how to recognise or 
respond to that. That’s often when people 
feel stuck, overwhelmed or out of sync.

Happy You was created by Sarah Warren 
to support individuals, families and 
organisations to better understand how they 
work—and what they need now.

Using a blend of coaching, leadership 
development, movement, nutrition and 
trauma informed, neuroinclusive practice, 
the focus is on helping people reconnect with 
their own insight and build sustainable ways 
of working and living.

Rather than offering one-size-fits-all 
solutions, this work is co-created. Sarah 
brings nearly 20 years of experience across 
coaching, leadership and wellbeing, combined 
with a commitment to ongoing learning. The 
real impact comes from combining that with 
the experience and insight of the  
people she works with.

Whether through 
1:1 support or group 
programmes, the aim is the 
same: helping people move 
forward with greater clarity, 
confidence and trust in 
themselves.

www.happy-you.co.uk  
07985941048  |  sarah@happy-you.co.uk

Taunton Chamber of Commerce is delighted 
to welcome Environments for Business to its 
growing membership community.

Based in Taunton and working across the South 
West and throughout the UK, Environments for 
Business specialises in the design, refurbishment 
and fit-out of commercial interiors. Since 2010, 
the company has built a strong reputation for 
transforming workplaces into inspiring, practical 
environments where people enjoy working and 
collaborating.

Offering a complete turnkey service, the 
experienced team manages projects from initial 
concepts and space planning through to design, 
refurbishment and final delivery. Working across 
sectors including offices, education, retail, 
hospitality and healthcare, they create bespoke 
spaces tailored to each client’s needs, objectives 
and brand identity.

Alongside larger refurbishment and fit-out 
projects, Environments for Business also 
operates a dedicated Small Works division. This 
service supports businesses and organisations 
looking to refresh, improve or reconfigure their 
existing premises without undertaking a full-
scale refurbishment. From office redecoration, 
to furniture installation, repairs and general 
interior improvements, the team delivers 
practical solutions that help businesses maintain 
attractive, functional and productive working 
environments.

Environments for Business prides itself on 
combining creative design with careful project 
management, delivering projects on time, on 
budget and with a strong focus on quality, safety 
and sustainability. Their collaborative approach 
has helped them build lasting relationships with 
clients across both the public and private sectors.

https://environments.forbusiness.co.uk/



Souvenir Events is the local, independent 
company behind ELECTRIC SUMMER, the  
brand-new music festival taking place in  
Vivary Park on Sunday 30 August 2026.
 
Resident of Taunton, company director and 
festival curator Jez Damsell stepped into live 
music promotion following an idea conceived 
during COVID. Club nights, booking grass roots 
gigs and a growing number of industry contacts 
convinced him to look at running a high-profile 
music event in Taunton, with the twin aims of 
bringing people to the town and plugging a gap in 
its summer music calendar.
 
The inaugural event is headlined by 80s synthpop 
legend HOWARD JONES (also a resident of 
Taunton!), with HEAVEN 17, BLANCMANGE, and 
accompanied by several contemporary electronic 
rock artists. With a donation from every ticket 
sold going to the NORDOFF & ROBBINS MUSIC 
THERAPY charity, bookings have come in from 
fans throughout the UK, and from as far away as 
Hawaii, Canada, Australia, Sweden, Italy, Germany 
and mainland US. It’s clear that the event is 
attracting significant interest and is well on the 
way to meeting Jez’s objectives.
 
Supported by his wife Sharon (who also runs 
her own business in Bath Place), Jez intends to 
run Electric Summer every year, alongside one-
off outdoor concerts in Vivary Park under the 
Souvenir Events banner.

S O U V E N I R  E V E N T S  P R E S E N T S

SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 2026
V I VA R Y  PA R K ,  TA U N T O N

Book your 
tickets

Sponsorship 
Opportunities

StreetVet is a national charity that 
provides free, accessible veterinary care 
and support to pets belonging to those 
experiencing homelessness. Veterinary 
care and support is provided through 
volunteer delivered outreach clinics as 
well as funding in practice clinical care 
for more complex treatments, through a 
network of trusted veterinary partners. 

Founded in 2016, the charity now mobilises 
more than 500 volunteer vets, vet nurses 
and non-clinical support volunteers across 
the UK, who take the practice to the 
pavement, ensuring no pet goes without the 
care and treatment they need and deserve 
due to their owners’ living circumstances. 
While recognising the vital role animals 
play in their owners’ wellbeing, protecting 
the human-animal bond is always at the 
forefront of everything StreetVet does.

In addition, StreetVet addresses barriers 
within the homeless sector through its 
Accredited Hostel & Day Centre Scheme, 
which supports hostels, day centres and 
other homelessness services to become pet 
inclusive facilities via bespoke staff training, 
tailored pet policies, and practical support 
such as free veterinary care, emergency 
boarding, food and pet supplies, helping 
people avoid being separated from their 
pets in order to access accommodation and 
the support they need.

www.streetvet.org.uk



Proudly independent artisan cheesemonger 
based in Taunton’s Independent Quarter. 
Established as a specialist destination for 
cheese lovers, it is dedicated to showcasing 
the very best of British and continental 
cheeses, alongside carefully selected cured 
meats and accompaniments.

With a strong emphasis on quality, provenance 
and craftsmanship, the business works closely 
with small-scale producers and artisan suppliers 
to offer a curated range that celebrates flavour, 
tradition and innovation. From everyday 
favourites to rare and seasonal cheeses, there 
is something for both curious newcomers and 
dedicated connoisseurs.

The Little Cheese Shop also hosts regular tasting 
events, giving guests the opportunity to explore 
new cheeses in a relaxed setting, often paired 
with expertly selected wines, cider and beer, 
enhancing the flavour experience and celebrating 
great food and drink combinations.

More than a retail space, it has quickly become 
a welcoming hub for the local community, 
encouraging discovery, conversation and a 
shared passion for artisan food. It reflects a 
wider commitment to supporting independent 
businesses and strengthening Taunton’s vibrant 
food scene.

The Little Cheese Shop is an 
exciting addition to the town’s 
independent business 
community and a valued 
new member of Taunton 
Chamber of Commerce.

www.thelittlecheeseshop.uk

 
The LITTLE CHEESE Shop

TINY HOME ENTERPRISE
Tiny Home Krabi is an exciting property 
development project creating a unique 
opportunity to own a stylish, low-maintenance 
home in one of Thailand’s most desirable 
coastal regions.

Founded by Thailand native and expert Fon 
Cosens, who is based in Taunton, Tiny Home 
Krabi reflects her long-held passion for creating 
accessible, well-designed homes abroad.
Having experienced first-hand the challenges 
of managing overseas property while balancing 
family life, Fon has developed a concept focused 
on simplicity, practicality and peace of mind for 
owners.

Based just a short drive from Ao Nang in the heart 
of Krabi’s thriving tourism area, the development 
features a small collection of thoughtfully 
designed homes with shared facilities and 
professional rental management options. This 
allows owners to enjoy their property when they 
wish, while also benefiting from potential rental 
income when it is not in use.

Tiny Home Krabi is designed for buyers seeking 
a straightforward way to enjoy a second home in 
an idyllic location without the usual complexity 
of overseas property ownership. With a focus on 
quality design, trusted management and a relaxed 
ownership experience, it offers an appealing 
balance of lifestyle and investment potential.

www.tinyhomekrabi.com



Lyndsay Sherwin
TRAVEL COUNSELLOR 

As an independent Travel 
Counsellor based in the 
local area, I specialise 
in creating beautifully 
tailored holidays for busy 
professionals, families and couples who want 
more than a “package” trip. I offer a genuinely 
personal, one to one service, taking the time 
to understand what a perfect break looks like 
for you, then designing every element around 
your needs, preferences and budget.

From European city breaks and family beach 
escapes to complex, multi centre itineraries and 
luxury long haul adventures, I handle every detail: 
flights, accommodation, transfers, experiences 
and those thoughtful little touches that turn a 
good holiday into a memorable one. Because I 
work flexibly from home, I am available outside 
standard office hours, so my clients can plan and 
book at a time that suits them.

My business is built on trust, recommendations 
and long term relationships. Many of my clients 
come back year after year, and often refer friends, 
family and colleagues. If you are looking to reward 
your team, plan a client incentive trip, or simply 
need a well deserved escape, I would love to help.

Please feel free to get in touch to discuss your 
next trip and how I can make the planning 
process seamless, enjoyable and completely 
stress free.

lyndsay.sherwin@travelcounsellors.com
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/lyndsay.sherwin

TAUNTON TEAM CHAPLAINCY 
ANNOUNCES LEADERSHIP CHANGE
Taunton Team Chaplaincy will enter a new 
chapter this summer as long-serving Lead 
Chaplain Adrian Prior-Sankey retires and hands 
the leadership over to Heather Culshaw.

During Adrian’s leadership of over 10 years, 
the volunteer chaplaincy team expanded its 
work significantly, extending support into 
care homes, the railway, and the Magistrates’ 
Courts, while continuing its ministry among 
homeless people, retailers, and office staff.

Although retiring from his role with the 
chaplaincy team, Adrian will continue his 
honorary chaplaincy work with The Royal 
British Legion, The Sea Cadets, and the 
Mayor of Taunton. Taking over leadership is 
Heather Culshaw, formerly a Salvation Army 
officer who most recently served as part of 
the Hinkley Point C chaplaincy team. Heather 
steps into the role at a time of renewed vision 
and refocus for the chaplaincy team, which 
includes more than 30 volunteer chaplains 
drawn from churches across the Taunton area.

Speaking ahead of her appointment, Heather 
said: “For me, chaplaincy is one of the most 
powerful ways to share God’s love beyond 
church walls. The ministry is about being 
present, visible, and willing to walk with people 
where they are. Faith is central to who I am 
and whose I am. I look forward to leading the 
Taunton Chaplaincy Team with a vision rooted in 
hope, faithful presence and relational ministry.”

www.tauntontc.co.uk



Member Good News
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Water safety

Berrow

River Axe

Children should be supervised at all tim
es

Emergencies

Useful numbers

Family safety

Dogs 

Explain to your children how they can find you if

they get lost and remember yourself, in
 case you

need to report an incident to the beach staff or

police.

Don’t forget the sun cream and sun hats.

Do not attempt to reach the water’s edge at low

tide.

HM Coastguard are responsible for dealing with

maritim
e emergencies.  If y

ou are in trouble, or see 

someone in trouble, call 999 or 112
 and ask for the 

Coastguard, or call Channel 16 on VHF.

Police:

01823 337911

Burnham and Highbridge Minor Injuries:

01278 773100

Musgrove:

01823 333444

Dogs are very welcome on many of our beaches and all 

year round on Brean and Berrow beaches. Please clean 

up any fouling immediately and ensure your dog is 

always under control. Always keep dogs on a lead 

around cliffs and areas with steep edges.

Any dog deemed by the warden to be a danger to 

others may be asked to leave the beach.

Don’t follow dogs into the mud, as you may get 

stuck. Find a safe place and call them. Most dogs 

will be able to find their way back to dry land.

If yo
ur dog is in trouble call 999 and ask for the 

coastguard, the RNLI will launch to rescue dogs.

Respect the warning notices.

Do not attempt to reach the water’s edge at low tide.

Climbing the dunes is not allowed and extremely   

dangerous, please keep to the footpaths.

Rock Sea Defences, Brean Beach

Respect the warning notices and keep off the rocks as

they can be dangerous, especially w
hen wet.

Do not remove pebbles or stones from anywhere on

the beach.

The tide rises faster towards Brean Down.

Climbing is not allowed and is extremely dangerous.

Visitors to Brean Down should use the steps or

roadway near the Bird Gardens.

Stay well away fro
m cliff e

dges.

Do not attempt to cross the River Axe on foot from near

Brean to Uphill.

Deep soft mud and very fa
st rising water have in the 

past proved fatal.

Do not swim alone.

Do not swim within one hour of eating.

Always check the weather, and check tide times which

are displayed at various locations on the beaches. Be

aware of the speed of incoming tide

Please be aware that our beaches are not always 

montored by life
guards.
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This year marks a significant milestone for 
Mountstephens Electrical Ltd as we celebrate 50 
years since Terry Mountstephens established the 
business as an independent local electrical contractor 
in 1976.

Built on the values of hard work, reliability and loyalty 
to customers, those founding principles continue to 
guide the business today. In 2016, Terry passed the 
reins to the second generation, his son Andy, who had 
already spent a decade helping to grow and develop 
the company. Now, as we mark our 50th anniversary, 
we are proud to welcome a third generation into the 
business, with Andy’s son, Silas, joining the team as an 
apprentice in 2026.

Over the past five decades, we have earned a 
reputation for delivering dependable electrical services 
to businesses across Somerset. We are privileged to 
have worked alongside many of our customers for 
years, and in some cases decades, building trusted 
relationships that span generations. As a family-
run business, we believe that understanding our 
customers, their sites and their priorities enables us  
to provide a responsive, reliable service that helps  
keep their operations running smoothly.

As we celebrate our past this year, we are also 
looking firmly to the future. Alongside our 
established electrical services and EV charger 
installations, we are expanding into renewable 
energy solutions, including solar panel and 
battery storage systems. Every installation is 
fully accredited and backed by the local, ongoing 
support that our customers have come to expect, 
helping them maximise system performance and 
return on their investment.

Reaching 50 years is an achievement made 
possible by the loyalty of our customers, the 
dedication of our skilled team, and the support 
of the local business community. We are really 
excited about the opportunities the future holds 
and are committed to providing the same trusted 
service that has defined Mountstephens Electrical 
for half a century.

Here's to the next 50 years!
 www.mountstephens.co.uk

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF TRUSTED ELECTRICAL SERVICE



Members Walpole Dunn are celebrating a 
major milestone this September: a full decade 
in business. They are marking the occasion in 
true WD style with an unforgettable Casino 
Night at the stunning Waterside Country Barn 
in Taunton. Guests can expect an evening of 
glamour and entertainment, complete with 
classic casino tables, sharp tuxedos, elegant 
cocktails, and a lively disco brought to life 
by a live saxophonist. Add in wood fired 
pizza, indulgent treats from fellow Taunton 
Chamber of Commerce member Dough Bros, 
and a buzzing party atmosphere, and you’ve 
got the recipe for a standout anniversary 
celebration.
 
This year’s event also carries a special 
purpose. Instead of choosing a single 
Charity of the Year for 2026, Walpole Dunn is 
dedicating the night to all six charities the team 
have proudly supported over the past decade. 
Proceeds from ticket sales, themed drinks, and 
food will be shared between them, helping 
to continue the impact they make within our 
community. Guests will also have the chance 
to bid in our silent auction, featuring exciting 
prizes, including a luxury overnight stay in the 
beautiful on site shepherd hut at Waterside 
Country Barn.

FABRIC SEWN BEAUTIFUL WINS INNOVATION AWARD 
FOR SENSORY WELLBEING WORKSHOPS
Taunton Chamber of Commerce member Fabric Sewn Beautiful has 
been awarded Silver for Best Innovation at the SME Awards, recognising 
the impact of the sensory wellbeing workshops delivered within care 
homes. Since the creation of the business, Fabric Sewn Beautiful has been 
a proud and active member.

Tara Goddard, owner and sole creator behind Fabric Sewn Beautiful, 
delivers the workshops personally to residents, combining wellbeing with 
eco-friendly creativity. Using repurposed fabrics and lavender, residents 
create handmade wellbeing gifts they can take back to their rooms, while 
enjoying sensory experiences designed to encourage calm, conversation, 
confidence and memory recall in an accessible and meaningful way.

Tara said: “Creating these workshops has always been about helping 
individuals feel comforted, included and proud of something they’ve made 
themselves. Winning this award for Best Innovation means so much because 
it recognises the positive impact creativity and wellbeing can have within our 
communities, especially those closest to our hearts.”
 
Find out more about Fabric Sewn Beautiful and the services and products 
Tara offers here www.fabricsewnbeautiful.co.uk

CASINO NIGHT CELEBRATIONS 
TO MARK TEN YEARS IN BUSINESS

Join Walpole Dunn for an evening of games, great food, music, and celebration.
To secure your tickets, email enquiries@walpoledunn.co.uk



HELEN LAUNCHES CLARITY & CONFIDENCE PROGRAMME 
I’m Helen, founder of Free to Lead Consulting Ltd, where I specialise in 
coaching and developing leaders in a wider range of organisations 
(corporate, public sector, charity, services). My work is grounded in 
psychological insight and practical tools, shaped by more than a decade of 
coaching experience and a Masters in Coaching.

Over the years, I’ve coached many talented women who were ready for more 
responsibility but held back by self doubt, overthinking or a tendency to “play 
small”. I created the Clarity & Confidence Programme in response to that - a 
supportive, practical, modular programme that helps women gain clarity in their 
career direction, confidence in themselves and the ability to show up well.

The programme is designed for professional women who have moved beyond 
the early stages of their career and are stepping into roles with greater visibility, 
influence and responsibility. Across the programme, participants develop:

•	 Clarity of direction - understanding what they want from their life and career 
•	 A values led personal brand – the foundation to showing up with credibility and presence
•	 Career ownership  - clear actions for progression and visibility 
•	 Authentic assertiveness - speaking up, influencing and setting boundaries without guilt
•	 Emotional resilience and healthy productivity - managing energy, focus and stress without burnout

Organisational benefits include: women speaking up with confidence, making decisions with less self doubt, 
advocating for themselves and stepping into opportunities they previously avoided.

The next cohort begins in September, with another planned for early 2027. I’m offering a discount for 
September participants who agree to a comprehensive feedback process. If you’re a Taunton Chamber 
member and have someone who you think would benefit, I’d be delighted to hear from you. 

Find out more: www.freetolead.com/programmes/clarity-and-confidence

PRIDE OF WORLD CUP LIONS ENTERTAINS FAMILIES 
ACROSS TAUNTON TOWN CENTRE THIS SUMMER
 
Membership & Events Manager Bethan recently enjoyed a ROARSOME 
time at Taunton Chamber member Taunton Town FC with fellow member 
GoCreate Taunton - recording with BBC Points West about this summer’s 
MANE community attraction of the World Cup Lions Trail, which is taking 
place across 48 business windows in the town centre! 
 
At the launch event, lots of the businesses encouraged by Taunton 
Chamber of Commerce to take part, came together with the awesome 
artists from fellow members King’s College Taunton, Bishop Fox’s School, 
Taunton College, Home Education Clubs and Monkton Wood Academy and 
several of the young artists have already visited the business hosting their 
particular lion to see their artwork in situ.
 
Trail maps sponsored and printed by the similarly ROARSOME Taunton 
Chamber of Commerce member Carly Press can be picked up from Orchard 
Gallery Taunton, Taunton Visitor Centre and Taunton Library. 
This wonderful idea by Peter Headington of Taunton Town FC celebrates 
community creativity, partnership working and will no doubt encourage 
residents and visitors to explore, shop and discover new corners of the 
town. Taunton Chamber of Commerce has been delighted to play an active 
role in connecting participants and promoting the initiative. 
For more information: www.tauntontown.com/lion-trail/ 

In September, the trail will culminate in a special schools football match and auction at TTFC in aid of the  
Barnaby Webber Foundation, supporting its work in creating positive opportunities for young people.



This year marks an important milestone for 
Quantock Ecology as we celebrate ten years of 
supporting architects, developers, planners and 
landowners across Somerset and the South West.

Since our beginnings in 2016, our focus has 
remained simple: providing practical ecological 
advice that helps clients navigate the planning 
process while delivering positive outcomes for 
both development and the natural environment. 
Over the past decade, we have worked alongside 
local businesses on projects of all sizes, helping 
them overcome ecological challenges, achieve 
planning consent and bring their visions to life.

The planning and environmental landscape 
has changed significantly over the years, with 
evolving legislation, policy requirements and 
increasing expectations around biodiversity. 
Through these changes, Quantock Ecology 
has continued to grow, adapting our services 
and expertise to ensure we provide reliable, 
pragmatic support to our clients.

Our success has been built on strong local 
relationships and the trust placed in us by the 
businesses, professionals and communities 
we work with. We are incredibly grateful for 
that continued support, which has enabled 
us to develop from a small consultancy into a 
respected and experienced team of ecologists.

As Principal Ecologist and Director Simon 
Pidgeon reflects: “Reaching ten years in business 
is something we’re immensely proud of. It’s a 
testament to the support we’ve received from 
our clients and professional partners, and to the 
dedication of our fantastic team, whose hard work 
and expertise make everything we do possible.”

As we look ahead, we remain committed to 
delivering the same high quality service, practical 
advice and local support that have been at the 
heart of Quantock Ecology for the past ten years.

www.quantockecology.co.uk

TAUNTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY GROWS AT 
VICTORIA HOUSE & VINEY COURT
Member Summerfield Commercial has welcomed 
two fellow Taunton Chamber of Commerce members 
to its popular office complex near Taunton town 
centre, located within the refurbished former shirt 
factory it has proudly owned for nearly 40 years.

Landscaping and construction company Alfie’s 
Landscaping and Alfie’s Outdoor Living has taken 
a spacious ground floor suite as a showroom. 
Meanwhile, Italian born interior designer Ellie Stella 
has secured the neighbouring ground floor studio  
as a design suite and workshop for her business, 
Stella Creations.

Alfie’s has grown from a garden landscaping business 
into a comprehensive service provider ranging from 
design, maintenance, tree surgery and patios to 
include construction of extensions, roofs, kitchens 
and bathrooms. Now also selling garden furniture and 
accessories along with being the local Laura Ashley 
stockist for outdoor furniture. Owner Alfie Isaacs said 
he was pleased to have moved into Viney Court as 
this space helped him offer customers a welcoming 
and accessible environment where they can meet and 
discuss their projects in a relaxed setting.

Ellie Stella, owner of Stella Creations @Home and 
Stella Creations Upholstery, has been established in 
Taunton with her business for the last nine years. Ellie 
is also delighted to be joining the community at Viney 
Court. Her businesses specialise in bespoke curtains, 
blinds, shutters and upholstery and the new space 
will enable her to showcase the materials she uses.

Chris Holyday, Property and Development Surveyor 
at Summerfield, said: “It has been a real privilege 
to support so many local businesses by providing a 
strong foundation from which they can grow. Viney 
Court and Victoria House combine history and tradition 
with modern comfort and convenience, creating an 
environment for businesses to thrive”.

Other current Taunton Chamber of Commerce 
tenants in Viney Court and Victoria House include 
Stone + Partners Architects, Taunton Flower Show 
and Walpole Dunn Chartered Accountants.

CELEBRATING TEN YEARS



UCS COLLEGE GROUP AWARDS NIGHT 
RECOGNISES SKILLS, RESILIENCE 
AND PARTNERSHIPS
UCS College Group recently held their very first Industry 
Skills Awards ceremony at The McMillan Theatre, with their 
host, Lucy Hawkins, Group Director of Future Skills and 
Growth – Lucy also represents Education on the Taunton 
Chamber of Commerce volunteer Executive Committee.

The event brought together their employer partners, T Level 
students, apprentices, and supported employment students  
and staff for an evening of celebration. Judges had the 
unenviable task of whittling down the record number of 
nominations to just 12 award winners.

Andy Berry CBE, CEO of UCS College Group said, “The Industry 
Skills Awards are a powerful reminder of the difference we’re 
making across Somerset and beyond. Seeing employers invest 
time, expertise and opportunities in our students reinforces how 
partnerships can transform individual lives, boosting confidence 
and opening a wide range of career pathways that create lasting 
social and economic impact. It was wonderful to celebrate 
our students’ successes alongside employer partners and 
colleagues. I’m grateful to our partners  
and staff whose support is truly 
transforming lives across 
our communities.”

Pictured alongside Lucy Hawkins  
is fellow Taunton Chamber of  
Commerce volunteer Executive  
Committee member Trish Caller,  
who represented us on the night.

graphic design with a personal touch

branding  •  adverts  •  flyers  •  posters  •  banners  •  brochures  •  websites

designbean.co.uk

TAUNTON CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AWARDS A-LEVEL 
BUSINESS PRIZE FOR OVER 20 
YEARS

CONGRATULATIONS LIBBY ROSSITER

Former President, and current Executive 
Committee member Richard Holt and 
Membership & Events Manager Bethan 
were delighted to be back at Richard 
Huish College recently for the Class of 
2025 Prizegiving celebration to award 
the Taunton Chamber of Commerce 
A Level Business Prize. Tutor Jenny 
Perks was full of praise for star student 
Libby, who is now in her first year of a 
business degree at Cardiff University. 
Also pictured are Libby’s proud parents 
- it must be in the genes as, Libby’s dad 
is Neil, director at Taunton Chamber 
of Commerce member Blackdown 
Financial.

This event honours students who go 
above and beyond in their studies, 
providing a platform for local business 
leaders to celebrate the next generation 
of talent.  

Beyond the Prizegiving, Taunton 
Chamber of Commerce partners 
with Huish College on the NextGen 
initiative, hosting interview groups and 
CareersFest talks and “Dragons’ Den” 
style events to prepare students for the 
business world.



360 South West
4 Seasons Flooring
Academy ICT 
A C Mole & Sons
Activate Fitness 
Aisling Magill Photography 
Albert Goodman
Alfies Landscapes Ltd
Amanda-Louise Funeral Services 
Andrea Duncan Photography 
Apex Medical & Rescue 
Apple FM
ARC 
Argent Partnership
Autumn Films 
Averys Garden Centre 
Ballantine Wealth Management 
BAPPCO 
Barclays Business, Taunton
Bath Place Traders Association
The Bear Inn Wiveliscombe 
Be. Laser & Skin Clinic
Bellissimo Occasion Wear 
Below Ground Solutions Ltd 
Biddys by Soph 
Best SME Awards 
Bishop Fox’s School 
Black Bear Pub Group 
Blackdown Financial
Blackdown Hearing 
Blue Penguin Chartered Accountants
Bredons Sewing Machine Centre
Brewhouse Theatre & Arts Centre 
Calverts (Taunton) Ltd
The Carew Arms Crowcombe 
Carly Press
Castle Hotel (Taunton) Ltd
Centenary Lounge 
Chadwick Business Centres
Channel UK Events CIC 
The Chapel at Cotford St Luke
The Chapel Tap
Charlotte Fisher Wellbeing Coaching  
Cherwyn Developments Ltd
CICCIC

Clark Shaw Associates 
Clarke Willmott
Cleaning Solutions UK
Confident Orthodontics 
Cosmic 
Cooper Associates
Corner House Hotel
Costgard Ltd 
County Walk Shopping Centre
Crafty Metal 
Crescent Funeral Services
Cullen’s Catering
CulturaLinks CIC 
D & S Training Provider Network 
Daffodil PR & Communications 
Daisy Admin Services 
Dan Kennedy Electrical 
Dawn Booth Life Coach 
The Den Coffee House CIC 
Design Bean
Design Hive
Dough Bros. 
Drive IT 
Dryad Gin 
Earlam and Christopher 
Easy IT Solutions 
Eden May
edge+ 
Ellisons Commercial Training Ltd 
Ellisons School of Motoring 
Emma Jones Travel Counsellor 
The Empower Coach 
EMR Business Management 
Environments for Business 
Ethical Sales Pro 
Everys Solicitors
E White & Son (Taunton) Ltd
Fabric Sewn Beautiful
Fifields Construction
Frameworx 
Free to Lead 
Frethey House Care Home 
GD Media 
Gecho Agency 
Genius PR & Events

Gideon Amos MP 
Ginger & Pink 
Go Create
Good Times App 
Great Western Hotel
Greenslade Taylor Hunt
Gurds Menswear
Hamilton Property Inventory Group 
Happy You Fitness & Consultancy 
Hatched Agency 
Hatfield White Ltd
Headway Somerset 
Heat 24 Ltd 
Heritage IFC Ltd 
Hickleys Ltd
Honey Legal - Lee Harrison 
House of Admin 
HR Dept Somerset 
Hummingbird Finance Ltd 
Idea 4 You Body Shop & Car Detailing 
Il Basilico Restaurant
Imperial Finishes Antiques & 
Restoration 
Imprints 
In House Training & Consultancy Ltd 
Inicio Architecture & Design 
Initiis Ltd t/a Vodafone 
Inspired Partnership Limited 
Inspiring Success 
Introtweet Ltd 
Islands Restaurant 
Izzi Stockton Bridal 
Jane Amour Trading 
Jen the Celebrant 
Jewells of Taunton 
JP Rata Ltd 
Just Ceremonies 
Katie Thomson Marketing 
King’s College 
K & J Hodge Contractors Ltd 
Lanier South West 
Lentells Chartered Certified 
Accountants
Lyndsay Sherwin Travel Counsellor 
The Little Cheese Shop 

Member Directory



Little Escapes 
Lloyd & Whyte Community Broking 
LRT Medical Solutions 
Ludacrust Ltd 
MAD Community CIC 
Mailboxes (Taunton) Etc
Mainline Spirits 
Michael Spiers Jewellers
Mihaz 
Milsted Langdon
Moore Scarrott Limited
Mortgage Design 
Mountstephens Electrical 
Mr Miles Tearoom
New Look Cleaning 
Newton Design.co 
New You Psychological Therapy 
Next Stage Somerset 
Nexus Commercial Ltd 
NFU Mutual Taunton 
Nine Springs Clinic 
Nova Vox AI 
OEDDA Ltd 
Oerton Simm 
OJ Gyms 
Olive Rose Contemporary Jewellery 
Orchard Shopping Centre 
P & P Auto Services 
Pardoes Solicitors
Parker Tree Care Ltd 
Paul’s Promotions Ltd 
PCN Computer Services 
Pearce Practice, Architects
The Pocket Strategist 
Porter Dodson LLP
Portt & Co
Precious Thoughts Group 
Professional Apprenticeships 
Professional Cloud Solutions
The Property Centre
Prosper Events 

Quantock Ecology Ltd
Queen’s College 
Red Latitude 
Reminiscence Learning 
Richard Huish College
The Royal Oak Hillcommon 
Sangha House 
Sciath Personal Protection Training 
Shirt Attack 
SHOUT Agency
Simply Made Marketing 
Skill Up Somerset 
Smith and Evans 
Solace Bookkeeping & Management 
Somerset AFD CIC 
Somerset Chocolate Co 
Somerset Counselling Centre 
Somerset Hearing 
Somerset Jobs 
Somerset NHS Foundation Trust
Somerset Web Services
Somerset Youth Theatre 
Sophisticatered 
Souvenir Events 
Spotless Too Cleaning Co 
SRD Technology UK
Stella Creations 
Steph Baker Marketing 
Stephens Scown LLP
Stone + Partners 
StreetVet 
Study Sharpe 
Style by Louise 
Summerfield Developments SW 
Sunflower Social Media 
Swan Hub
Tacchi Morris Arts Centre
Talisman AI Ltd 
Talking Stick Digital 
Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club
Taunton Carnival Committee 

Taunton Eats 
Taunton Flower Show 
Taunton Home Tech 
Taunton Independent Market 
Taunton School Enterprises 
Taunton Team Chaplaincy Trust
Taunton Town Football Club 
Taunton Vale Sports Club 
Taunton Workwear 
Tiny Home Enterprises 
Timeforge 
Time for You Cleaning Services 
Townley Insurance Brokers Ltd
Tregenna Group 
University Centre Somerset 
Utility Advice Co 
Utility Warehouse – John Holden 
UCS College Group 
Vagabond Events 
Visit Somerset 
Viva Business Support 
Walker Family Law 
Walpole Dunn 
Welch & Co 
Wellington Print House 
Wellington School 
Wessex Commercial 
White Financial Services 
The White Horse Bradford on Tone 
White Knight Marketing
Whizzy Wordworking 
Wig & Hair Clinic Taunton 
Wilkins Safety Group Ltd 
World of Bears 
Worshipful Mayor of Taunton
WPA PMI - Jon Goss 
WSRA Steam Rally Ltd 
YMCA Taunton 
Young Somerset 
You’re Unique
Zest Payroll Ltd

360 South West 
A C Mole & Sons
A1 Ace Taxis
Albert Goodman
Alder King Consultant Surveyors
Apple FM 
Arditti Carpets
Auditel
Barclays Business, Taunton
Bath Place Traders Association
Blackdown Financial
Blackdown Motor Company
Blue Penguin Chartered Accountants 
Bredons Sewing Machine Centre
Bridgwater & Taunton College
Buses of Somerset 
Calverts (Taunton) Ltd
Carly Press
Castle Hotel (Taunton) Ltd
Cherwyn Developments Ltd
CICCIC 
Citizens Advice Taunton
Clarke Willmott
Cleaning Solutions UK 
Company Spaces
Cooper Associates 
Copper Dot Marketing 
Corner House Hotel
County Walk Shopping Centre
Crescent Funeral Services 
Croft Animation  
& Accommodation Atalier 
Cullen’s Catering 
Design Bean

Design Hive 
Digital Peninsula Network 
Dyslexia 4 Adults 
Eden May
Elevate Business Performance 
Eternal Beauty
Everys, Solicitors
E White & Son (Taunton) Ltd
Genius PR & Events 
Go Create 
Great Western Hotel 
Greenslade Taylor Hunt
Gurds Menswear
Hankridge Arms 
Harrisons of Somerset
Hatfield White Ltd
Hickleys Ltd
Inspiration Engine Ltd  
J P Gainsford Associates Ltd
Jelf Group Plc
Jo Pavey Insurance 
Judith Goss Florist
K & R Mitsubishi
Lentells Chartered Accountants
Little Wine Shop & Social Wine Bar 
Lloyds Bank, Taunton
Love Lifestyle 
Mailboxes (Taunton) Etc
MAMA Marketing
Mayfayre Financial 
Michael Spiers Jewellers
Milsted Langdon
Moore Scarrott Limited
Mr Miles Tearoom 

New Leaf Workplace Wellbeing 
OD Talent Solutions 
Omnia Business Management
Orchard Shopping Centre
Outposts Limited
Pardoes Solicitors LLP
Pearce Practice, Architects
Peter Brett Assocs (Stantec)
PKF Francis Clark
Porter Dodson
Portt & Co
Professional Cloud Solutions 
Quantock & QS Design
Quantock Ecology Ltd 
Richard Huish College
Somerset County Cricket Club
Somerset Web Services
Somerset West & Taunton Council 
South West Property Reports
SRD Technology UK 
Summerfield Devts SW Ltd
Tacchi Morris Arts Centre 
Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club
Taunton Team Chaplaincy Trust
Theta Digital 
Tone FM & Tone News
Townley Insurance Brokers Ltd
White Knight Marketing
Whittlesea Mortgages 
Word Gets Around Magazines
Worshipful Mayor of Taunton 
Your Launchpad to Happiness
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voice in our Taunton Deane Business Community. 
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Members of Taunton Chamber of Commerce 
gathered recently at The Castle Hotel for the 
Chamber’s Annual General Meeting and Cream 
Tea, where a new volunteer Executive  
Committee was elected to help guide the 
organisation over the coming years.

Laura Mackain-Bremner of Clarke Willmott was 
elected President of Taunton Chamber of Commerce. 
Joining Laura as Vice Presidents are Livvi Grant of 
Daffodil PR & Communications, Colin Barrell of Mr 
Miles and Nigel Pearce of Pearce Practice Architects. 
Megan Trick of Summerfield Developments 
continues in her role as Treasurer.

The Chamber would like to extend its sincere thanks 
to outgoing President Richard Holt of  Creative 
Innovation Centre CIC and GoCreate Taunton for his 
dedication, enthusiasm and leadership during his 
three-year term.

Reflecting on his time as President, Richard said:
“It has been a privilege to serve as President of the 
Taunton Chamber of Commerce since 2023 and to 
work alongside such a committed Executive Team, 
our Membership and Events Manager, and our valued 
members. During my term I am proud of the work we 
have done building strong partnerships with Taunton 
Town Council, support business and community safety, 
and help shape conversations about the town’s future.  
It has also been an honour to promote Taunton 
as a place for investment, growth, and tourism, 
while supporting the Young Chamber and creating 
opportunities for young people through collaboration 
with local colleges and businesses. As I hand over the 
Presidency, I do so with great confidence in Laura 
Mackain-Bremner’s leadership and with sincere thanks 
to everyone who has been part of this journey.”

Richard will remain an active member of the 
Executive Committee, continuing to represent Arts 
and Culture and helping maintain the Chamber’s 
strong relationship with UCS College Group.

Laura added: “I am delighted to be taking on the role of 
President from Richard Holt, but what an act to follow. 
Richard has been a fantastic President, leading us all 
with calm determination and a fantastic perspective, 
always with one eye on the creative sector. Thank you 
Richard for all your hard work and commitment over 
the last three years.

I am thrilled to be supported in my new role by three 
wonderful Vice Presidents. Nigel Pearce and Colin Barrell 
both bring a wealth of experience to the role, along 
with contacts with lots of other committees and groups 
which work to keep our town thriving. Livvi Grant brings 
fresh perspective and a hotline to local government and 
contacts who can really make a difference.

I am keen to use my role as President to further the 
good work of the Chamber in connecting people and 
businesses, as well as getting involved in the issues 
that matter and make a difference to us all and our 
town. I would like to deepen the work we do with Young 
Chamber to really give young people in Taunton a 
voice. I want to continue to question local government 
to ensure the business community is considered in 
all the decisions that affect it. If there are issues you 
feel are important that the Chamber could support or 
champion, please do get in touch.

I would like to thank every member of our volunteer 
Executive Committee for their dedication, enthusiasm 
and commitment to supporting our members and 
helping to ensure that Taunton remains a great place 
to live, study, work and do business. The Chamber’s 
success is built upon the willingness of local business 
leaders to contribute their time, knowledge and 
experience for the benefit of the wider community, and 
I am looking forward to working with colleagues across 
the Executive Committee as we continue to champion 
Taunton and support local businesses.”

The Chamber Executive Committee also includes 
Adam Frampton of Lloyd & Whyte Community 
Broking, Chris Winter of Cherwyn Developments, Liz 
Payne-Ahmadi of Lisieux Civic Twinning Link, Lucy 
Hawkins of UCS College Group, Rob Moore of The 
Orchard Shopping Centre, Sally Maidment of Design 
Bean and Trish Caller of Genius PR & Events.

Members can also look forward to meeting some 
new Executive Committee members over the coming 
months who have recently stepped forward from 
the Chamber membership community to expand the 
number of sectors represented on the Committee.

With a strong Executive Committee in place and a 
shared commitment to supporting local businesses, 
the Chamber looks forward to continuing its work 
to help Taunton thrive as a place to live, study, work 
and do business.

NEW LEADERSHIP  
TEAM ELECTED AT 

TAUNTON CHAMBER  
OF COMMERCE AGM


