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ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE TAUNTON BUSINESS COMMUNITY

INSPIRING LIVES

Celebrating 50 Years: Building Better Futures

As we celebrate Arc’s 50th Anniversary, we're absolutely
thrilled to launch our brand-new anniversary micro-site!

The site shares our plans for this milestone year, looks back
at 50 years of supporting people experiencing homelessness
in Somerset, and highlights how you can get involved in the
exciting events and campaigns ahead.

A huge thank you fellow Taunton Chamber of Commerce
member Gecho Agency who very generously designed and
built the website free of charge. We're so grateful for the
creativity, time and care that's gone into bringing this to life.
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Take a look and find
out how you can be
part of our 50th
year celebrations...

* Read about the fantastic local businesses recently taking up membership.
* Book tickets for upcoming events: opportunities to network, make new connections and top business tips.
+ Catch up with good news from across our membership.
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BREAKFAST BUZZ
3RD JUNE & 26TH AUGUST: 7:50AM, £12

A relaxed opportunity to catch up with all the latest
from the local business community over hot drinks
and pastries PLUS pick up some top tips from
industry experts as we share knowledge across
our membership.

Breakfast Buzz at Mr Miles Tearooms

26th August, 25th November

Breakfast Buzz at The Cornerhouse Hotel
3rdJune, 23rd September

CUPPA & CAKE RELAXED NETWORKING
9™ JULY, 3*° SEPTEMBER, 5™ NOVEMBER, £8.50

Taunton’s best value networking!

Delicious home-made cakes, hot drinks and a
great opportunity to catch up with all the latest
from the local business community and to make
some new connections at the same time.

Unless otherwise stated, all our events are bookable via the following Eventbrite link:
www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/taunton-chamber-of-commerce-15354648391

Wpcowiing Even 5 Progropame

Don’t miss out on the following opportunities across to meet with fellow
members, make new connections and learn something new!

COMMUNITY GARDEN PARTY
25TH JUNE, £5

An afternoon of delicious refreshments,
networking and community connections in the
stunning countryside grounds of Frethey House.

A perfect opportunity to get to know some of the
wonderful organisations supporting those who
live, work and do business in Taunton.
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SUMMER PARTY AT THE WHITE HORSE INN
16™ JULY 6PM - 9PM, £20

Say hello to Summer at our relaxed social event
in the pretty surroundings of one of the area’s
best loved village inns. Raise a glass with fellow
members and make some new connections!
Enjoy a delicious buffet from the White Horse
Inn team, along with a welcome drink, included.

You'll hear from the Black Bear Brewery Head
Brewer Tom. There’s also the chance for some
informal skittles and boules should you fancy it!

Plus, you can click to ‘follow’ our Eventbrite page, which means you'll get a handy
notification into your inbox whenever we add a new event!
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Hi I'm Anastasia, a financial
strategist who helps
established service-based
business owners turn their
numbers into a plan for
growth.

YMCA Taunton is a local, independent
charity dedicated to transforming lives.
While many know us for our facilities, our
heart lies in community impact, from our
Community Pantry combating food poverty
to our specialist support for Young Carers.
We are delighted to join the Chamber

and are eager to explore meaningful
partnerships with local businesses who
share our passion for Taunton’s future.

Think of me as the person
who sits in your corner
and helps you make smart,
confident decisions about
your money. Not the person who files your
accounts once a year, but someone who looks at

your business strategically: what to charge, v_vhen Our centre is a hive of activity for all ages.
to hire, how much to pay yourself, and what it We provide vital School Holiday Activity Clubs,
actually takes to grow profit (not just revenue). a nurturing Preschool, and youth-focused

sessions in Parkour, Judo, and Breakdancing.
For those looking to stay active and connected,
we offer everything from Walking Football and
over-50s fitness to our brand-new climbing wall.

My clients are often founders running successful
service businesses who are looking to scale
while building the life they want. They know their
numbers are the missing piece for their next
stage of growth, and they want someone to help Our versatile facilities include a squash court,
them make sense of it all in plain English. dance studio, astro pitch, and table tennis,
alongside our sports hall for basketball,
badminton, pickleball, and short tennis. Beyond
the movement, we are a place to connect. Our
social area, complete with a pool table and

I work with them through one-off deep dives,
Elevate, my six-month 1:1 programme, and
ongoing strategic partnerships.

| originally trained as an accountant at a Big 4 foosball, is the perfect spot to chill after a class,
firm after a Chemistry degree at Oxford, but | while our meeting rooms offer professional,
left corporate to build something more human. flexible spaces for local hire.

When I'm not working with clients, you'll find me As a charity, we thrive on collaboration.

at Pirzwell Barn, our family-run wedding venue

just over the border in Devon. Whether through team-building days, event

sponsorship, or facility use, we invite you to
If you want your business numbers to work reach out. Let's work together to keep Taunton
harder for you, I'd love to chat. active, supported, and connected.

www.hummingbird-finance.co.uk www.ymcataunton.co.uk




MEDICAL & RESCUE

Apex Medical and Rescue is a Taunton-based
provider of professional event medical cover,
specialist rescue services and high-quality
first aid and pre-hospital care training.
Founded in 2023, the company brings
together extensive experience from the
emergency services and Mountain Rescue
community, combining clinical expertise
with the ability to operate effectively in
challenging and remote environments.

Operating across Somerset and nationwide,
Apex supports a wide range of events: from
sporting fixtures and festivals to endurance
challenges and remote expeditions, delivering
tailored medical solutions to match the scale and
risk profile of each occasion. Its teams include
qualified first aiders, paramedics, nurses and
doctors, all equipped to provide rapid, high-level
care in both urban and hard-to-reach locations.

In addition to event cover, Apex is a recognised
training provider, delivering accredited first aid
and pre-hospital care courses designed to equip
individuals and organisations with life-saving
skills. With a strong emphasis on realism and
practical application, its training reflects real-
world scenarios and the latest clinical standards.

The organisation is well established within

the local events community, already working
alongside fellow Taunton Chamber of Commerce
members Channel Events CIC and Prosper Events
to help ensure participant safety. Apex also
recently provided medical support for the revival
of the Taunton Half Marathon, demonstrating

its capability once again, to deliver reliable,
professional cover at large-scale events.

Driven by a commitment to excellence, safety
and community collaboration, Apex Medical and
Rescue continues to grow its reputation as a
trusted partner for event organisers, businesses
and organisations seeking dependable medical
and rescue provision across the South West and
beyond.

www.apex-mr.co.uk

2. Headway

e SOMERSET

One moment, someone is going about

their everyday life — driving to work,
playing sport, or walking home. The next,
everything changes. A fall, a stroke, or an
accident can leave a person and their family
facing challenges they never expected.

That is where Headway Somerset steps in.

Headway Somerset is a local charity supporting
adults affected by acquired brain injury across
Somerset. More than a service, it is a lifeline -
offering understanding, rehabilitation and hope.

Brain injury is often described as a “hidden
disability.” Many survivors may look physically
well, but live with memory loss, fatigue,
emotional changes, or difficulties with
communication. These challenges can impact
every aspect of life, leaving individuals and
families feeling isolated and unsure where to
turn. Headway Somerset provides that support.

Through specialist programmes, structured
activities, and a welcoming community,
individuals are helped to rebuild confidence,
regain independence, and reconnect with
others who understand their journey. The
charity also supports families and carers,
offering guidance and reassurance during what
can be an overwhelming time.

The impact is clear — lives rebuilt, confidence
restored, and hope renewed.

But this work relies on community support. By
donating, volunteering, or raising awareness,
you can make a real difference. Because brain
injury can happen to anyone — and together,
we can ensure no one faces it alone.

info@headwaysomerset.org.uk

www.headwaysomerset.org.uk




Lanier South West - Redefining Office
Technology for the Modern Workplace.

Lanier South West is proud to join the Taunton
Chamber of Commerce, bringing decades of
experience as the South West's longest-standing
office technology provider. As a second-generation,
family-run business, Lanier has built a strong
reputation based on trust, service excellence and
long-term customer relationships across Somerset
and beyond.

Specialising in photocopiers, printers, and
advanced scanning systems, Lanier supports
organisations of all sizes, with a particularly strong
presence in education. The company supplies
around 37% of local schools, making it the area'’s
largest education provider—an achievement
reflecting its reliability and consistent service in
demanding environments.

Lanier stands out through its service-led approach.
The Lanier Performance Promise ensures that if a
system fails to meet expectations, it is replaced at
no charge. This is supported by a 24/7 helpdesk,
rapid response times, and proactive maintenance
to minimise downtime and maintain productivity.

Its Flat Rate Billing Solution offers a fixed

monthly cost with unlimited use, removing the
unpredictability of traditional cost-per-copy pricing
and giving customers full budget control.

Beyond print, Lanier provides VolIP telephone
systems on flexible 30-day rolling contracts,
enabling businesses to modernise communications
without long-term commitments.

With a strong local presence, a commitment
to innovation, and a customer-first mindset,
Lanier South West is helping organisations
across the region work smarter, reduce costs,
and future-proof their operations.

info@laniersouthwest.co.uk

www.laniersouthwest.co.uk
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Download the App today!
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After spending hours walking the streets
of Taunton and visiting every restaurant,
takeaway, café and bar, it is apparent
that there is an army of hardworking and
talented entrepreneurs deserving of our
support and recognition. Their dedication
to achieving success comes at a price - the
loss of an evening family and social life,
compounded by the ongoing economic
challenges affecting the food, drink, and
hospitality sectors.

Since Covid, the food delivery sector has
expanded at a rapid and highly lucrative
rate, an area that is dominated by the
global digital marketplace platforms.

Their domination has resulted in very high
commission fees that small independent
businesses are compelled to pay in order to
survive in a highly competitive market.

Taunton Eats is here to change all that.

We offer a service powered by technology
that matches the bestin the industry.
Additionally, our local presence enables us to
build trust and strong relationships with our
takeaway partners. We provide unrivalled
and personal customer support because we
are based locally. We also give free social
media advertising and, in doing so, we sense
we are building a special community of
suppliers and consumers.

By charging much lower commission with
no hidden fees and charges, our aim is

to support and champion independent
restaurants and small businesses. In turn,
the takeaways and restaurants can not only
charge less to the customer but pass on
savings by offering discounts and loyalty
programmes. It empowers business owners
to retain more of their profits, fostering
growth and sustainability within the area.

www.tauntoneats.co.uk




TALISMAN

Al LTD

Growing Your Business with Intelligence

Talisman Al, based in the
Quantocks, was founded on

a simple belief: Al should feel
accessible, useful, and grounded
in real business needs — not
overwhelming or over-hyped.

Founder Roger Wilson brings
an unusual background to that
mission. Alongside a career in UK intelligence, he
has served as a Director at Northamptonshire
County Cricket Club; experience that has shaped a
collaborative, friendly, professional, and solution-
oriented way of working.

For Roger, Talisman was born from a genuine
belief in helping people and organisations develop
pragmatic, grounded solutions to real challenges.
“| started Talisman because | believe in helping
people and organisations find clear, practical ways
forward,” Roger explains. “It doesn’t need to be
complicated. With clarity, structure, focus and

the right support, Al can make a genuinely huge
difference to organisations of any size.”

That ethos drives everything Talisman does.
Working closely alongside local businesses, they
use their structured Al Wayfinder approach to
help organisations understand where Al adds real
value, build confidence and capability, and embed
it meaningfully into everyday workflows.

The Wayfinder Academy supports individuals
and teams in getting practical with Al through
structured, progressive learning, while Talisman’s
Al Playbooks, workshops, and Wayfinder
Orchestrate provide clear guidance and workflow
automation to unlock real efficiency.

Roger welcomes open, informal conversations
with anyone curious about where to start.

www.talis
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PAUL'S

EST. 1998

Pauls Promotions is the leading provider
for all types of events & promotions in
and around Somerset. Predominantly
based in Taunton, Paul has organised and
hosted events all over the Somerset area.

Having been trading for over 25 years, the
Managing Director, Paul Goodyer has the
experience and knowledge to ensure any
event or promotion organised and hosted
by Paul’'s Promotions is the best it can be.

With great enthusiasm and attention

to detail Paul has grown his business to
become potentially one of the largest
promotions companies in the area. His
portfolio not only includes tribute acts,
food & gift fairs but also the prestigious and
renowned weekly car boot sale at Prockters
Farm. The Sunday sale alone generates on
average 5000 visitors buying and selling
their items.

Peace of mind and a stress free journey
are part of what we offer all our clients. We
ensure all our staff have been vetted and
DBS checked as standard. Fully trained,
uniformed and armed with the knowledge
needed to guide you through your journey.
All our staff ooze experience, but we put
our clients first. We listen to your needs,
we agree on a budget and we organise

and reorganise until you - our clients - are
not only happy, but over the moon and as
excited as we are for your upcoming event.

If you would like to speak to Paul regarding
organising an event or promotion then
please contact us.

ppeventslitd@hotmail.com
Paul - 07900 621199




The Chapel is a family-run pub and restaurant
in the heart of Cotford St Luke, offering a
relaxed and welcoming space for everything
from casual drinks to special occasions. Set
within a beautiful Grade Il listed building,

the venue combines historic character with a
welcoming, modern hospitality experience.

Since taking over in December 2022, Steve and
Tracey Elliott have focused on creating a place
that brings people together - from local residents
to visitors and the wider community. With a
hands-on approach, they pride themselves on
friendly service and making every guest feel
comfortable and at home.

Currently open Tuesday to Saturday from

9am and from 12pm on Sundays, The Chapel
serves a variety of food and drinks. They have
menus available throughout the day and into

the evening. Guests can enjoy everything from
breakfasts and light lunches to an evening menu,
stone-baked pizzas and traditional Sunday
roasts, all freshly prepared to suit a wide range of
tastes. Regular live music and events help create
avibrant, social atmosphere.

In addition, the venue offers flexible spaces
for private hire, making it an ideal setting for
celebrations, meetings and community events.

Blending character, versatility and a strong
community focus, The Chapel continues to grow
as a go-to destination in the Taunton area for
dining, socialising and hosting events.

The Chapel Tap is a relaxed, rustic bar in the
heart of Taunton town centre, brought to you
by the family behind The Chapel in Cotford

St Luke. Designed as a space to sip, savour
and socialise, it offers a laid-back setting
focused on quality drinks and an easy-going
atmosphere.

Championing local makers and independent
producers, The Chapel Tap features a rotating
selection of craft beers, Somerset ciders, curated
wines and speciality spirits. From well-known
names such as Sheppy’s, Utopian and Quantock
Brewery to smaller, emerging producers, the
drinks offering continues to evolve throughout
the year.

By day, it's a great spot for coffee or informal
meetings, serving a growing selection of

sweet treats through collaborations with local
favourites Dough Bros and Crumb Coat Bakery.
With no kitchen on site, patrons are encouraged
to buy a drink and bring food in from other local
businesses - supporting the wider town centre.

Regular live music and events add to the
atmosphere, while the central location makes it
an ideal stop for after-work drinks or weekend
catch-ups. The space is also available for private
hire, and works well for celebrations, clubs,
groups and business meet-ups looking for a
relaxed and informal setting.

The Chapel Tap brings a fresh, independent feel
to Taunton’s town centre.

www.thechapelcotfordstluke.co.uk www.thechapeltap.co.uk




Vagabond Events is a
community-driven events
company rooted in a deep
appreciation for nature,
connection, and authentic
experiences. We create and
host our own distinctive
gatherings, while also
offering fully curated
event packages. Bringing people together

in meaningful and memorable ways. Every
Vagabond event is shaped by an ethos: creating
spaces for connection, music and atmosphere
with a natural aesthetic.

Our Vagabond Markets, bringing together local
produce, natural wares, and artisan makers as

a central part of the experience. By creating

a platform for independent traders, artists,

and craftspeople, we actively support the local
community bringing markets and entertainment
together. Our themed events build on this further,
blending music, setting, and market culture into
intriguing spaces that spark creativity and explore
community culture.

With our rural mindset, our events embrace
natural surroundings and a rustic atmosphere that
encourages people to slow down and settle into
the ambience. Whether set in open countryside,
woodland clearings, or thoughtfully transformed
venues, each experience is designed to feel
organic and immersive. The support of local
musicians and live music sits at the core, backed
by a well-crafted bar, extensive catering and an
environment that invites shared experience.

Collaboration and support is key to our approach,
through tailored partnerships and consistent
reliability, which allows us to combine creative
expression with local character, ensuring our
events feel both grounded and unique.

www.vagabond-events.com

In the heart of Taunton Independent
Quarter lies a remarkable and quietly
enchanting place known as the World of
Bears, a space where memory, comfort,
& community come together through one
simple, timeless object: the teddy bear.

A World Built on Bears

Step inside and you'll discover a collection
that is nothing short of extraordinary:

over 18,000 bears, each with its own

story, personality, and past. From vintage
companions worn soft by decades of love to
newer arrivals carrying fresh memories, the
range reflects generations of care, nostalgia,
and human connection.

These are not just toys. They are keepsakes.
Symbols of childhood, comfort in difficult
times, and reminders of people and
moments that matter.

Elaine’s Vision

At the centre of this world is Elaine and her
team, whose passion and dedication the
understanding that even the smallest objects
can carry immense emotional weight.

More Than a Collection

The World of Bears brings people together
in ways that extend far beyond the shop

it themselves, for example its fund raising
and donations to Dorset and Somerset Air
Ambulance, a vital local charity that provides
lifesaving emergency care across the region.
Operating without direct government or
lottery funding, the service relies heavily on
public generosity to continue its work.

www.worldofbears.com
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AN EXCITING SIXTEENTH YEAR FOR MEMBERS

MR MILES TEA ROOMS

We have just celebrated our 16th Birthday and are looking forward
to a bright Summer of 2026. As part of our drive to provide Taunton
residents and visitors with a welcoming environment to meet

family, friends, and colleagues, we are now pleased to announce an
additional offering for you to enjoy. We acquired the services of our
current Head Chef Luke Pegler last July and with his experience and
that of his new kitchen team we have launched a monthly evening
“Fine Dining"” event. The first two of these in March and April have
both been sold out with very positive feedback from those attending.

For those who have yet to try this, we can announce that the next
two will take place on Friday 22nd May and Friday 12th June. So, if
you would like to treat yourself or someone else, then make sure
you check our Facebook or our website to see what delights you can
enjoy. Then, if you would like to book, just pick up the phone and
callus on 01823 322288 to reserve a table. We expect, from recent
experience, that the evenings will fill up quickly so don't delay.

Another milestone we have reached is that we now have 3500
customers signed up to be “Friends of Mr Miles” this is an exclusive
but growing group of regular guests who enjoy the benefits of
discount off all purchases of our wide range of fresh-roasted coffee
beans and ground coffee, along with other offers and a monthly
newsletter informing members of events and new products.

Finally, it is our pleasure to announce a major partnership with
Chamber members Taunton Brewhouse Theatre. We are sponsoring
their Monday Cinema Club, supplying buffet lunches for their
corporate meetings, and cream teas for a number of other events

taking place throughout the year.

www.mr-miles.co.uk

01823 667063 |

carlypress

Print Excellence Since 1982

printing@carlypress.co.uk |
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Every Month
At
Mr Miles TeaRooms

Bookings Only

www.carlypress.co.uk
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ACTIVATE FITNESS 24/7 IS
CELEBRATING 10 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Activate Fitness 24/7 is celebrating 10 years in
business, marking a major milestone for founder
Tom Auton and his community-focused gym.

In an interview with the Somerset County Gazette,
Tom reflects on launching the business at just 20
years old, taking a significant risk despite having
limited experience. Driven by determination and

a passion for fitness, he established Activate
Fitness with the aim of creating a welcoming, non-
intimidating environment for people of all abilities.

Over the past decade, the gym has grown steadily,
building a loyal membership base and a strong
reputation within Taunton. Tom credits much

of this success to the supportive community
atmosphere he has worked hard to foster,
ensuring that both beginners and experienced
gym-goers feel comfortable and encouraged.

The journey has not been without challenges. Like
many businesses, Activate Fitness faced difficulties
during the COVID-19 pandemic, but Tom adapted
by focusing on maintaining member engagement
and preserving the sense of community that
defines the gym. His resilience and willingness

to evolve have been key factors in sustaining the
business.

Tom also highlights the importance of consistency,
hard work and customer relationships in running
a successful independent gym. Rather than
competing directly with larger chains, he has
focused on offering a more personal experience,
which has helped the business stand out.

Looking ahead, Tom remains committed to
developing Activate Fitness while continuing to
support the local community. Reaching the 10-year
milestone is both a reflection of his dedication and
a sign of the gym'’s lasting impact in Taunton, with
plans to build on this in the years to come.

You can read the full interview with Phil Hill here
= https://www.somersetcountygazette.co.uk/
news/26020929.interview-tom-auton-success-
activate-fitness/

www.activatefitness.co.uk

APPLE FM MOVES FORWARD WITH NEW
HOME AND FRESH APPEAL FOR LOCAL
BUSINESS SUPPORT

Apple FM, Taunton'’s vibrant community radio
station, is proud to serve Taunton with a dedicated
team of volunteers. Operating as a Community
Interest Company (CIC), Apple FM upholds Ofcom'’s
broadcasting standards, delivering trusted local
content and entertainment.

Listeners can tune in to Apple FM on 97.3FM across
Taunton, online, smart speaker, or through the
station’s APP, with DAB digital radio coming soon.
This ensures that everyone in Taunton and the
surrounding area can access the station’s wide
range of programming, wherever you are.

Apple FM traces its roots back to 1969, when it
began life as Taunton Hospital Radio, after many
years at Musgrove Park Hospital, the station is now
relocating to Ina’s Cottage at Miller's Yard, thanks
to the generosity of Mambo Taunton. This move
marks a new chapter in the station’s commitment
to serving the local community.

From lively weekday Breakfast & Drive shows to a
carefully curated mix of easy listening favourites,
Apple FM offers something for everyone. Its
schedule reflects the interests and tastes of Taunton
residents, creating a welcome space for all.

Although Grants can be found from Projects

and Equipment we need funds for running

costs to cover music and broadcast licenses,
insurance and utilities and are looking for support
from businesses within Taunton to advertise,
sponsor and work with us to keep Taunton’s only
Community Radio Station broadcasting for many
more years...

If you are interested in working with us for a
better Taunton email; sales@applefm.co.uk



HELP TAUNTON BREWHOUSE LIGHT THE FUTURE OF THEATRE IN SOMERSET

As we look ahead to our 50th anniversary in 2027, we're really pleased to share that Taunton Brewhouse
has been awarded £527,000 from Arts Council England to support an upgrade of our auditorium and

studio lighting, much of which has been in place since we first opened our doors in 1977.

This is a huge moment for us, and one that will make a real difference to both our audiences and

the artists we welcome to our stages.

A BRIGHTER, MORE SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

This project will see the electrics in both our
Main Auditorium and Studio Theatre replaced
with modern, dynamic LED systems. As well as
improving the quality of what you see on stage,
these new lights are far more energy-efficient
- helping us to reduce electricity use, lower our
environmental impact, and manage long-term
costs at a time when theatres everywhere are
facing increasing financial pressures.

Our Executive Director, Vickie Robbins, said:
“We are absolutely thrilled and extremely grateful
to Arts Council England to have our contribution
to the cultural life of Somerset recognised like this.
It is wonderful that this long-overdue upgrade will
be achieved during our 50th anniversary year.

We can now look forward to another 50 years,
underpinned by sustainable, state of the art
lighting systems.”

HOW YOU CAN HELP?

WHAT THIS MEANS FORYOU

Beyond the environmental benefits, this upgrade will
also transform what'’s possible on stage. The new
lighting will allow us to create more vibrant, immersive,
and dynamic experiences - bringing performances to
life in ways that previously required hiring in specialist
equipment. In short, it means even more exciting,
visually engaging shows for you to enjoy.

LOOKING AHEAD - FIT AT 50
This lighting upgrade is the first step in our Fit at 50
campaign — our wider initiative to modernise the
Brewhouse and make sure it’s ready to serve the people
of Somerset for many years to come.

Future plans include improvements to:

* Roof surfaces

* Insulation and heating

* The Brewers House building

* Accessibility across the venue

To complete this first phase, we still need to raise £20,000 in match funding. We're therefore inviting our
audiences, supporters, and local community to help us reach this goal. If you've ever enjoyed a show here,
taken partin a workshop, or simply value having a theatre like ours in your community, we'd love you to be

part of this next chapter.

“If 1,000 people each contributed £20, we will achieve this goal,” says Vickie. “However, we truly appreciate any
donation, big or small, as every gift helps us continue to improve our facilities for audiences and performers alike.”

TAUNTOIN_|
BREWHOUSE

You can donate via www.tauntonbrewhouse.co.uk/support-us/fit-at-50/
or donations can also be made in person at the Box Office

(weekdays 10am-4pm, Tuesdays 10am-2pm) - we'd love the chance to
thank you properly. Any businesses interested in corporate giving can
contact Vickie Robbins at vickie@tauntonbrewhouse.co.uk




SUCCESS BUILDS ON SUCCESS AT
BLACKDOWN FINANCIAL

Blackdown Financial has continued its strong
upward momentum in recent months,
demonstrating a clear success-after-success model
built on people, service, and results.

The latest chapter began with the appointment

of Melissa Chambers as Operations Manager, a
move that strengthened the firm'’s operational
foundations and supported its continued growth.
Melissa joined with a focus on enhancing processes,
supporting advisers, and ensuring clients receive a
seamless, stress-free experience at every stage of
their journey.

Shortly after, Blackdown Financial received
national recognition, as Director and Chartered
Financial Planner Simon Cutler, along with
Mortgage and Protection Adviser Emma Hamilton,
were named Top Rated Advisers by VouchedFor.
Both advisers will be featured in The Times as part
of the Top-Rated Financial Advisers Guide. Simon
has achieved this status every year since 2014,
while Emma has been recognised annually since
2022 - an achievement driven by consistently
outstanding client feedback.

Commenting on the recognition, Simon said: “I'm
very proud that our services receive so much positive
feedback from clients, this is testament to the collective
effort & excellent work from the entire team.”

The positive momentum didn't stop there. March
became Blackdown Financial’s best month on
record, with the highest level of monies banked
since the firm's inception - an achievement
reflecting growing client trust and demand for
clear, reliable financial advice.

At Blackdown Financial, the focus remains
unchanged: taking the stress out of finances so
clients can relax knowing it's all in hand. With

a strengthened team, award-winning advisers,
and record-breaking results, the future looks
exceptionally bright.

www.blackdownfinancial.co.uk

BLACKDOWN
FINANCIAL
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SOMERSET WEB SERVICES:
BUILDING WEBSITES THAT WORK THE
WAY PEOPLE NOW THINK

Established in 2002 and based in the heart of
Taunton, Somerset Web Services has been supporting
local businesses with their websites for over 20 years.

Known for stepping in when websites aren't
performing as they should, the team has built a
reputation for turning around slow, confusing or
underperforming sites and making them work
properly again. Their newly launched website is a
clear example of this approach in action, built to
reflect how people now engage with content online.

“It's not just about how a website looks anymore,” says
the team. “It's about how quickly someone understands it
and whether it makes sense the moment they land on it.”

With attention spans shrinking and Al increasingly
influencing how content is interpreted, traditional
approaches to website design are starting to show
their age. Long pages, heavy layouts and keyword-
driven content are giving way to something much
simpler and easier to engage with. Somerset Web
Services has embraced this shift. Their work now
centres on structure, speed and ease of use, building
websites that are straightforward to navigate, quick
to load and immediately understandable, both for
visitors and for the systems that now help guide them.

Alongside this, the team has developed particular
expertise in accessibility and compliance. They build
and manage websites for town and parish councils,
where meeting strict accessibility standards is
essential, giving clients confidence that their websites
are inclusive and fit for purpose.

The resultis not just better-performing websites, but
more effective businesses behind them. “We’re not
here to overcomplicate things,” they say. “We’re here

to make sure your website actually does its job.” For
Somerset businesses looking to make sense of a
changing digital world, that approach is proving to be
exactly what's needed.

www.somersetwebservices.co.uk




BUSINESSWOMEN UNLTD EXPANDS INTO SOMERSET IN ITS 15TH YEAR!

Businesswomen UnLtd expanded into Somerset at
the end of 2025, with two new networking groups
launching in Taunton and Chard. This exciting
development followed the purchase of the well-
established networking community, Somerset
Ladies in Business.

Founder and entrepreneur Debbie Gilbert moved
to the area in 2023 and had been attending the
groups. After the owners, Fiona and Kim, decided
to sell, she purchased the groups and brought
them into Businesswomen UnLtd. This ensured
that local businesswomen could continue to
benefit from supportive, high-quality networking
opportunities.

Founded in 2011, Businesswomen UnLtd has built
a strong reputation across the UK for delivering
welcoming, award-winning networking events.
With no membership required, the organisation
has created an accessible and inclusive platform
where women in business can connect, collaborate,
and grow.

The groups in Taunton and Chard have built on
strong foundations already in place locally. By
taking on the existing groups, Businesswomen
UnLtd is committed to maintaining the sense of
community and continuity that members value.

At the same time, it introduces fresh energy, new
opportunities, and a wider network of connections.
At the heart of Businesswomen UnLtd is a simple
but powerful ethos: to create spaces where women

feel supported, inspired, and empowered in their
business journeys. The Somerset groups offer
regular monthly structured events that combine
informal networking with expert speakers,
practical insights, discussions and meaningful
relationship-building.

This transition also strengthens ties with the
Taunton Chamber of Commerce, connecting
local businesses and raising the profile of female
entrepreneurship.

Focusing on collaboration over competition,
Businesswomen UnLtd supports women at every
stage of business, from start-up to established
enterprise.

Taunton and Chard groups are vibrant hubs,
continuing a strong legacy and opening doors to
more growth and success for women in Somerset
business.

In addition, attendees gain access to the UK-wide
online meetings when they attend in person and
opportunities to promote their business across
the network. Plus, they have their own Shining Star
Awards open to anyone who has attended a group
more than once in the past year. These awards will
be presented at the Summer Celebration Lunch

on 1stJuly at Cricket St Thomas Golf Club and will
bring together both the Chard and Taunton areas
to celebrate the achievements of the attendees and
the 15th Birthday of Businesswomen UnLtd.

More information www.businesswomenunlitd.co.uk
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TAUNTON
CHAMBER

COMMERCE

360 South West

4 Seasons Flooring

Academy ICT

A C Mole & Sons

Activate Fitness

Aisling Magill Photography
Albert Goodman

Alfies Landscapes Ltd
Amanda-Louise Funeral Services
Andrea Duncan Photography
Apex Medical & Rescue

Apple FM

ARC

Argent Partnership

Autumn Films

Averys Garden Centre
Ballantine Wealth Management
BAPPCO

Barclays Business, Taunton

Bath Place Traders Association
The Bear Inn Wiveliscombe

Be. Laser & Skin Clinic

Bellissimo Occasion Wear

Below Ground Solutions Ltd
Biddys by Soph

Best SME Awards

Bishop Fox's School

Black Bear Pub Group
Blackdown Financial

Blackdown Hearing

Blue Penguin Chartered Accountants
Bredons Sewing Machine Centre
Brewhouse Theatre & Arts Centre
Calverts (Taunton) Ltd

The Carew Arms Crowcombe
Carly Press

Castle Hotel (Taunton) Ltd
Centenary Lounge

Chadwick Business Centres
Channel Adventure CIC

Channel UK Events CIC

The Chapel at Cotford St Luke
The Chapel Tap

Charlotte Fisher Wellbeing Coaching

Cherwyn Developments Ltd
Ciccic

Clark Shaw Associates

Clarke Willmott

Cleaning Solutions UK
Confident Orthodontics
Cosmic

Cooper Associates

Corner House Hotel

Costgard Ltd

County Walk Shopping Centre
Crafty Metal

Crescent Funeral Services
Cullen’s Catering
CulturaLinks CIC

D & S Training Provider Network
Daffodil PR & Communications
Daisy Admin Services

Dan Kennedy Electrical

Dawn Booth Life Coach
Deckhouse

The Den Coffee House CIC
Design Bean

Design Hive

Dough Bros.

Drive IT

Dryad Gin

Earlam and Christopher

Easy IT Solutions

eat the bird

Eden May

edge+

Ellisons Commercial Training Ltd
Ellisons School of Motoring
Emma Jones Travel Counsellor
The Empower Coach

EMR Business Management
Ethical Sales Pro

Everys Solicitors

E White & Son (Taunton) Ltd
Fabric Sewn Beautiful

Fifields Construction
Frameworx

Free to Lead

Frethey House Care Home
GD Media

Gecho Agency

Genius PR & Events

Gideon Amos MP

Ginger & Pink

Go Create

Good Times App

Great Western Hotel
Greenslade Taylor Hunt
Gurds Menswear

Hamilton Property Inventory Group
Hatched Agency

Hatfield White Ltd

Headway Somerset

Heat 24 Ltd

Heritage IFC Ltd

Hickleys Ltd

Honey Legal - Lee Harrison
House of Admin

HR Dept Somerset
Hummingbird Finance Ltd
Idea 4 You Body Shop & Car Detailing
Il Basilico Restaurant
Imperial Finishes Antiques &
Restoration

Imprints

In House Training & Consultancy Ltd
Inicio Architecture & Design
Initiis Ltd t/a Vodafone
Inspired Partnership Limited
Inspiring Success

Introtweet Ltd

Islands Restaurant

Izzi Stockton Bridal

Jane Amour Trading

Jen the Celebrant

Jewells of Taunton

JP Rata Ltd

Just Ceremonies

Katie Thomson Marketing
King's College

K &J Hodge Contractors Ltd
Lanier South West



Lentells Chartered Certified
Accountants

Little Escapes

Lloyd & Whyte Community Broking
LRT Medical Solutions
Ludacrust Ltd

MAD Community CIC
Mailboxes (Taunton) Etc
Mainline Spirits

Michael Spiers Jewellers
Mihaz

Milsted Langdon

Moore Scarrott Limited
Mortgage Design
Mountstephens Electrical
Mr Miles Tearoom

New Look Cleaning

Newton Design.co

New You Psychological Therapy
Next Stage Somerset

Nexus Commercial Ltd

NFU Mutual Taunton

Nine Springs Clinic

Nova Vox Al

OEDDA Ltd

Oerton Simm

0OJ Gyms

Olive Rose Contemporary Jewellery
Orchard Shopping Centre

P & P Auto Services

Pardoes Solicitors

Parker Tree Care Ltd

Paul’'s Promotions Ltd

PCN Computer Services
Pearce Practice, Architects
The Pocket Strategist

Porter Dodson LLP

Portt & Co

Precious Thoughts Group
Professional Apprenticeships
Professional Cloud Solutions
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MAIL BOXESETC.

7 Bridge St. Taunton
Tel: 01823 322263
Email: info@mbetaunton.co.uk

The Property Centre

Prosper Events

Quantock Ecology Ltd

Queen’s College

Reminiscence Learning
Richard Huish College

The Royal Oak Hillcommon
Sangha House

Sciath Personal Protection Training
Shirt Attack

SHOUT Agency

Simply Made Marketing

Skill Up Somerset

Smith and Evans

Solace Bookkeeping & Management
Somerset AFD CIC

Somerset Chocolate Co
Somerset Counselling Centre
Somerset Hearing

Somerset Jobs

Somerset NHS Foundation Trust
Somerset Web Services
Somerset Youth Theatre
Sophisticatered

Spotless Too Cleaning Co

SRD Technology UK

Stella Creations

Steph Baker Marketing
Stephens Scown LLP

Stone + Partners

Study Sharpe

Style by Louise

Summerfield Developments SW
Sunflower Social Media

Swan Hub

Tacchi Morris Arts Centre
Talisman Al Ltd

Talking Stick Digital

Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club
Taunton Carnival Committee
Taunton Eats

Taunton Flower Show
Taunton Home Tech

Taunton Independent Market
Taunton School Enterprises
Taunton Team Chaplaincy Trust
Taunton Town Football Club
Taunton Vale Sports Club
Taunton Workwear

Timeforge

Time for You Cleaning Services
Townley Insurance Brokers Ltd
Tregenna Group

UA in UK Ukrainian Cafe
University Centre Somerset
Utility Advice Co

Utility Warehouse - John Holden
UCS College Group

Vagabond Events

Visit Somerset

Viva Business Support

Walker Family Law

Walpole Dunn

Welch & Co

Wellington Print House
Wellington School

Wessex Commercial

White Financial Services

The White Horse Bradford on Tone
White Knight Marketing
Whizzy Wordworking

Wig & Hair Clinic Taunton
Wilkins Safety Group Ltd
World of Bears

Worshipful Mayor of Taunton
WPA PMI - Jon Goss

WSRA Steam Rally Ltd

YMCA Taunton

Young Somerset

You're Unique

Zest Payroll Ltd

WORLDWIDE PARCEL DELIVERY | PRINT & COPY SERVICES

Mail Boxes Etc are proud to Sponsor

Taunton Chamber of Commerce
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The SOLD OUT 40th edition of the Taunton Half Marathon made
a spectacular return in 2026, marking a milestone year with
one of the most successful events in its history. The exciting
move to the town centre proved to be a resounding success,
transforming the heart of Taunton into a vibrant hub of activity.
Thousands of spectators lined the streets, creating an electric
atmosphere and delivering a wonderful sense of community for
runners and visitors alike.

A total of 1,780 runners proudly crossed the finish line in the half
marathon, while the new Kids’ Kilometre saw an impressive 127
young participants complete the course. Adding a light-hearted and
memorable touch to the day, the mascots race was warmly received,
bringing fun, colour and laughter to the packed event programme.

Running alongside the races, the Independent Market was a
standout feature. It attracted significant footfall throughout the day,
and many traders reported selling out by mid-afternoon. The event
also delivered a strong economic boost to the town centre, with local
shops, cafés and restaurants enjoying fantastic Sunday takings as
visitors flocked into Taunton.

The success of the 2026 event would not have been possible without
the incredible support of local businesses as sponsors, suppliers,
and stakeholders. Special thanks go to members of the Taunton
Chamber of Commerce, including; Porter Dodson, Ballantine
Wealth Management, Queen'’s College, Activate Fitness,
Stephens Scown, AC Mole, Lentells, Biddys By Soph, Lloyd &
Whyte, Gecho Agency, Imprints, Townley Insurance Brokers, UCS
Taunton College, Apex Medical and Rescue, Channel UK Events
CIC and Prosper Events.

With its renewed energy, strong community spirit and outstanding
local backing, the Taunton Half Marathon has firmly cemented its
place as a highlight of the region’s sporting calendar and 2027 is
shaping up to be bigger and better than ever!

If you're a runner, mark
28th February 2027 in your race
calendar and secure your place at

www.activesouthwest.co.uk
...see you on the start line?

NS B

—_—

o =5 JAunlon
3 KIDS KILOMEIRE

¢ * % JAUNJON
Y : 3 JALF HARAIION

el




