
Chamber Chatter  
The Voice of local business in Taunton Deane 
June 2010 

��������	
��	��������
�������	�����������
��	��	���������

���������������
��	��
������ ����!�  !��

"��������
	#�����
��	���	�
��
$$$������
��	���	�
��

�����������	����
���%���� �

 
A competition organised by U-Drive, the car and van hire company, has been won by 
Sophie Clothier of Bishop Fox’s Community School. 
 
Schools in Taunton were asked to encourage their students to submit a design of an 
animal which would then be put on the side of a special van to be based in the area at 
the newly opened Taunton branch of U-Drive.” 
 
“We were amazed at the volume of entries we received and the very high standard that 
was achieved,” says Mark Hamblin, Manager. “It gave the judges a very difficult      
decision and we would like to thank all the schools who took part.” 
 
Category winners in the Under 8, 8 -12 and 13 plus sections each received £50 of 
vouchers and their schools a cheque for £100.00 whilst Sophie, with her portrait of a 
Parrot in flight, as the overall winner won £100.00 of vouchers and her school a cheque 
for £300.00. Bishop Fox’s have chosen to donate the £300.00 to CAFOD in respect of 
the sudden passing of their Assistant Headteacher Mrs Delia deVal. CAFOD was one 
of her favoured charities. 

“The competition really captured the 
imagination of our students and we 
would like to thank U-Drive for their 
very generous awards,” says Terry 
Kilbride, form teacher. “It is great 
when local companies show their 
support for the community in this 
way.”  
 
The company is family owned and 
run and has a network of 14       
locations across the South. Their 
modern fleet exceeds 1,200       
vehicles of all shapes and sizes with 
corporate business and individual 
customers equally welcome. You 
can find out more by visiting the web 
site www.u-drive.co.uk 

Advertising Opportunities 
 
Advertising opportunities are  
available to Members and Non 
Members in  editions of Business 
News and Chamber Chatter 
 

B & W from £25.00 
Colour from £35.00 

Discounts available for 3/6/12 
month runs 

Interested?  Call Jane on 01823 
353353 for further information or 
email 
office@taunton-chamber.co.uk 

 
Membership Subscriptions 

 
The Executive Committee of Taunton Chamber of Commerce has considered the budget 
for 2010.  As stated by the Treasurer at the recent AGM, and bearing in mind the level of 

service now provided by the Chamber, it is the intention that a break even situation 
should be the end result for 2010.  Accordingly, in order to achieve this, it is necessary to 

raise subscription rates by a small amount for renewals as from 1st July 2010. 
 

The new rates are:  
 
     Employees     Subscriptions 
     Sole Proprietor / Voluntary Orgs £35.00 
     2-5      £55.00 
     6-20      £72.00 
     21-50      £133.00 
     51-70      £150.00 
     71-2000     £210.00 
     2001 +     £300.00 
 

If you pay by BACS or Standing Order could you therefore please ensure they are amended to reflect our full   
membership fees. 

Chamber Members   
are 

Winners All Round 



 
JUNE  
Thurs 10th  -  Business Breakfast at     
Somerset College  - “An introduction to 
Southwest One Procurement and how it 
can help you” - Ian Conner,      SWOne 
Chief Procurement Officer 
Booking form attached 
 
Weds 30th  -  Business Breakfast at Porter 
Dodson Solicitors  -  “On Line and on the 
right side of the Law  —  Websites and 
Trademarks” -  Alison Whttingham and 
Bridget Dickinson, Porter Dodson 
Booking form attached 
 
JULY 
Mon 26th  -  Business Networking Event 
(format tbc) at Exchange House from 
5.30pm onwards  
Further details to follow   
 
AUGUST 
Weds 18th  -  Networking Lunch with Lyn 
Financial Services at The Holiday Inn  
Further details to follow   
 
For further information or to book a place 
at any of these events, please contact 
Jane, Chamber Administrator on 01823 
353353 or  
email: office@taunton-chamber.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

Ralegh’s Cross Inn  is situated 20 minutes from the outskirts of Taunton,  on the Eastern 
fringes of the Exmoor National Park.  Situated 1300’ above sea level and very much out on 
its own, we have superb views west to Dunkery Beacon and North to the Bristol Channel 
and Wales. 
 
As well as being a “destination “ venue for our bar and restaurant, we are  fortunate in   
having a tremendous function room which is extremely popular for conferencing, weddings 
and private parties.   The main room can seat up to 200 theatre style with a smaller       
conservatory comfortably seating 18 boardroom style.  We would be delighted to show 
members around our facilities, including any of our 17 en-suite bedrooms. 
 
Our expertise in providing in-house catering is now being channelled into a new office   
delivery service where we provide fully bespoke lunches and platters both individually for 
office workers and on a corporate level for meetings and conferences which take place     in
-house at your place of work. 
 
Forget hoping the sandwich van has your individual choice of lunch, you can  bespoke your 
own by going to www.officebutty.co.uk and we will deliver daily to your office!   If you had 
the choice of choosing exactly which ingredients went into your salad, sandwich, bagel, 
wrap or baguette and it was prepared freshly for you each morning, at a competitive price, 
professionally packaged and delivered to your office in timely fashion, wouldn’t that be your 
lunch worries over? And most ingredients sourced in Somerset to boot, with all provenance 
information on the website. 
 
In addition, If your office manager is getting stressed having to organise another platter, or 
conference lunch, then let us help.  By going to the site, we offer a wide range of choice, all 
online and extremely easy to use.  I would be delighted to meet with your office manager to 
demonstrate the ease and flexibility of our    
website and assist them in ensuring that all your  
in-house catering needs are provided for. 
 
For further information or to  contact Peter and 
his team visit www.raleghscross.co.uk or      
telephone 01984 640343 

To contact us:  call:       01823 353353  
   Email:   office@taunton-chamber.co.uk  
   Write to: First Floor, 12F Fore Street, The Old Mar ket Centre, Taunton          TA1 3TP  
Data Protection 

The Chamber has your details held in a database that has been compiled from volunteered information.  

If you no longer wish to receive E-communications from the Chamber please email Jane Burden. We will continue to hold your remaining details unless you specifically 
indicate otherwise in writing. 

If you would like a colleague to receive these e-mails direct, please let us have their details and we will add them to our database.  

INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS: ���������	
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CONGRATULATIONS to Richard Huish College YE Company, BUZZWORD on winning the recent YESW 
County Finals hosted by Clarks of Street, and coming home with a host of Awards including Company       
Programme Overall winner, Best Company Report (supported by Clarks) and Best Company Trade Stand 
(supported by the Taunton  Chamber of Commerce).   
 
Buzzword will now represent Somerset at the South West Regional  Finals in Torquay on 15 June.    We 
wish them all the best! 
  
It wasn’t a clean sweep for Buzzword, however, with the Best Company Presentation (supported by 
Clarks) won by Replay from  Haygrove School and the Best Team Programme Trade Stand (supported by 
BSI) won by Wicked from Lufton College. 
 

(Our picture shows Chamber President, Chris Mitchell, and winning members of Buzzword with their collection of Awards) 

West Country Business Awards 2010  - Deadline for entrants 11th June 2010  
 
The Westcountry's premier business awards have a long legacy of rewarding business talent with regional   
recognition.  Business Challenge has been a key part of the business scene for 20 years, endorsing          
excellence in business achievement, innovation and success across the region.  During this time it has      
acknowledged a number of the area's best companies such a  Camel Valley Wines, Cardio Analytics, Sutton Harbour Holdings, Pall Newquay and 
Frugi. 
 
We are now seeking entries for each of the five categories, the winners of which will be announced a gala dinner ceremony at St Mellion International 
Resort, Cornwall, on 21 October 2010. 

The Business Challenge 2010 is supported by the Wes tern Morning News. 


